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March 4, 2009

The President

The White House

Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. President,
The National Association of Chain Drug Stores (NACDS) applauds your continued push for the reform of our healthcare system.  We commend your leadership in holding the March 5th White House Health Care Summit.  Earlier this year, NACDS was pleased to discuss our principles for healthcare reform and the critical role of pharmacists in the healthcare delivery system with your transition team.  We are committed to working with your Administration and Congress on this critical issue in the months ahead.

The National Association of Chain Drug Stores (NACDS) represents traditional drug stores, supermarkets, and mass merchants with pharmacies. Its more than 170 chain member companies include regional chains with a minimum of four stores to national companies.  Chains operate more than 39,000 pharmacies, and employ a total of more than 2.5 million employees, including 118,000 pharmacists. They fill more than 2.5 billion prescriptions yearly, and have annual sales of over $750 billion.

Easily accessible in almost every community, pharmacies play a key role in ensuring the well-being of the American public.  Pharmacies are the face of neighborhood healthcare, providing critical services such as medication therapy management, immunizations and disease state management in addition to providing patients with their prescription medications and healthcare supplies.  Interactions with local pharmacists have been shown to improve health outcomes and reduce healthcare spending, particularly for patients with chronic diseases.  We believe that our efforts in these areas complement your call for renewed emphasis on the management of chronic diseases as part of healthcare reform. 

NACDS published the enclosed principles for healthcare reform to highlight the value of pharmacy in this noble effort.  As you will note, our principles and your plan for healthcare reform share the same goal – ensure appropriate access to healthcare to all Americans in a cost-effective, sustainable manner.  We are prepared to work with your Administration to see that these common principles can be achieved without delay.  Thank you for your leadership.

Respectfully Yours,

[image: image1.jpg]VNV




Steven C. Anderson, IOM, CAE
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